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Cut It. Build It. High-Five Yourself

W Starter Guide - Build Your First Wood Project

& Introduction

Hey there, builder!
I'm Woody — your mini DIY friend.

When | first started working with wood, | thought I could “figure it out as 1 go.”
Spoiler: | couldn't.

| made weird cuts, wasted boards, and even built a very wobbly.. something. (We don't talk
aboutit.)

This short guide gives you the exact basics | wish | had on day one — nothing complicated,
nothing overwhelming. Just the essentials to get you started with confidence.

Let’s build something you can actually show people.

¥ 1. The Wood Basics You Should Know

(Just three — enough for beginners)

Pine (Softwood)
Easy to cut, budget-friendly, perfect for first projects.

Spruce / Fir

Stable, light, great for outdoor sheds and frames. o
Plywood

The MVP of DIY — strong, stable, perfect for shelves, walls, panels. -
Quick rule:

If you're unsure — start with pine. It forgives mistakes better than you think.
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& 2. The Only Tools You Really Need to Begin

(Don't overspend — start simple!)

Must-Haves:

e [apemeasure

o Cordlessdrill

e Handsaw or jigsaw

e Carpenter'ssquare

e Sandpaper (80 +120 grit)

o Work gloves + safety glasses

Nice-to-have extras:

e Circular saw (if cutting plywood)

e Clamps (trust me, you'll want more than one)

That'sit.
You don't need a full workshop to start — just the basics.

M 3. Safety Made Simple

No fear — just common sense.

e Weareye protection (yes, every time!)

e Keep your hands behind the blade — always
 Measure twice, cutonce

e Workonastable surface

e Don'trush — slow makes straight

Tiny warning: Sawdust sneaks into places you didn't know you had. You're welcome.



@ WoodenShedPlan.com

Cut It. Build It. High-Five Yourself

B 4 Your First Project Roadmap

A simple "big picture” for any wooden project:

1. Pick a Plan

Preferably a simple beginner one.

2. Gather Your Materials

Check your plan —never guess.

3. Cut & Prepare

Slow cuts. Clean edges. Light sanding.

4 Assemble

Use screws, glue, and patience.

5. Finish the Build

Sand — stain/paint —» admire.

Ifit'satiny bit crooked.. that's called "handmade charm.”

K 5. Mini Checklists

Keep these handy.

« Materials Checklist
° Wood

e Screws
o« Woodglue
o Sandpaper

e Finish (paint/oil)
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« Tool Checklist
° Drill

e Saw

e Measuring tools
o Clamps

o Safetygear

Check out the full Tools Checklist here

B You're Ready!
You now have everything you need to take your first confident step into woodworking.

Go slow. Have fun.
And if something turnsinto firewood... hey, that still counts as "progress.”

— Woody & &8

& Wwant to Learn More (The Resource That Helped Me Most)

When | started out, | didn't really know how good plans should look — until | found this site.
The sample plans gave me more clarity in 10 minutes than YouTube did in months.

If you want to explore thousands of beginner-friendly projects with full diagrams, cut lists, and
step-by-step instructions, thisis where | started.

12,000

SHED PLANS

*) Affiliate Disclosure: This link is an affiliate link. If you purchase through them, | may receive a small commission at no extra cost to
you. This helps support my work — thank you!
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